Children
in Crisis

How You
Can Help
During the
COVID-19
Pandemic

Bridge
the Gap
The COVID-19 outbreak has created an extremely difficult
time, especially for at-risk families who are already dealing
with the stress of caring for a sick or injured child.
Because of the current COVID-19 pandemic, we are anticipating that we
will see increased demand for assistance from our existing Children’s
Miracle Network Hospitals families as well as an increase in applications
from new families. Our estimate is that we will see at least a 10-20%
increase in direct family assistance requests in the Ozarks. Children’s
Miracle Network Hospitals COVID-19 Bridge the Gap Campaign will
help provide the resources needed to provide a safety net for these
families, many that are at their breaking point. These families should
not be forced to make a decision between paying medical expenses to
keep their child healthy, paying the rent, paying the utility bill, or
paying to put food on the table. The purpose of this important
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campaign is to raise the funding needed to
help keep our local children healthy and to
save lives. During fiscal year 2019, 60% of
the CoxHealth patient visits from children
were funded through Medicaid or self-pay.
As the COVID-19 crisis continues, desperate
parents caring for seriously ill children will
turn to Children’s Miracle Network Hospitals
for assistance. With your help, we will be able
to reduce their burden, help provide funding
needed for their children’s health and in some
cases, save them from the devastating carnage
of financial and emotional stress.
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RETURN TO: Children’s Miracle Network Hospitals
P. O. Box 8812
Springfield, MO 65801-8812
DONATE ONLINE: Visit coxhealthcmn.com and click “Donate.”

Meet Wyatt from Ozark, MO.
Wyatt has a primary immune deficiency and PANDAs – a pediatric
autoimmune disease. Like any other 14-year-old boy, he loves
video games, YouTube videos, the Boy Scouts, camping, fishing
and animals. However, Wyatt is certainly not like every other
14-year old-boy. He is unable to naturally fight off infections and
viruses, he requires lifesaving infusions every three weeks that last
about eight hours each. Fighting off infections and viruses was
scary enough before the recent coronavirus outbreak. His family
already had to be extremely vigilant limiting exposures in their day
to day lives. Wyatt couldn’t attend school like usual, he often had
to wear a mask and his family constantly had to wash their hands,
sanitize and be extremely cautious who they had around. Things
are now VERY different for Wyatt and his family. Their world has
almost completely stopped. He still requires his treatments at the
hospital, but he has to be in a private room completely isolated
from all other patients and limited staff. A simple virus or infection
that anyone else could fight off easily can be life threatening for
Wyatt. “Every time I hear a sneeze or cough, my heart just stops” said
Wyatt’s mom Billie. Life was complicated for Wyatt long before the
COVID-19 crisis and now life is terrifying. “Stay-at-home” is not
sufficient for the Brown family. They have to completely isolate
and quarantine.
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Children’s Miracle Network Hospitals
at CoxHealth funds these life-saving
infusion treatments for Wyatt, along
with many other uncovered medical
expenses.

With
your help,
brighter
days are
ahead.

Because CoxHealth funds our operating costs, 100%
of gifts and proceeds benefit local children. In other
words, all of your gift for the Bridge the Gap Campaign
will provide direct family assistance for local children
with none of the funding going to administrative costs.

Please know...
If you are receiving this mailing and find that you yourself have
been impacted by the COVID-19 crisis, by all means, pass on making
a gift at this time. If you are an individual that has plenty of
discretionary income, please know that your generous support
would be greatly appreciated.
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