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Meet Ryder from Ash Grove, MO

Matt and Kelly's son, Ryder, is quite the social butterfly! He's all about his Legos, loves
playing outdoors, and, most importantly, has a huge appetite. Ryder is always eager
to join in whatever his older brothers are doing, and he enjoys being around his friends
at pre-kindergarten.

When he was just six months old, Ryder was diagnosed with Severe Polymicrogyria,
a genetic neurological disorder that affects brain development. Now three years old,
he's been in weekly therapy ever since and requires several medications daily, which
often leave him feeling exhausted. While he had been making steady progress,

an episode of infantile spasms in 2023 brought new challenges. Ryder is unable

to walk or feed himself, and he relies on help for most of his daily activities.

Despite everything he's been through, Ryder continues to demonstrate incredible
strength and determination. With the support of Children's Miracle Network
Hospitals, his family has received assistance with the out of pocket cost of
therapy and prescription medications, making a significant impact on his journey.

“Ryder has so many needs and the extra cost was very stressful and putting
a strain on us financially. I was directed to Children’s Miracle Network
Hospitals and they stepped in without hesitation and we are so thankful.”

— Kelly, Ryder’s mother
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